HIGHER MISSION OF UNITED GREAT GERMANY

THE Kultur of the Germans is actually the stimulus to our present
European civilisation with which we are conquering the world.

PROF. J. L. REIMER, ibid., p. 31.

THE good God would not have given himself so much trouble over
our German country if he had not reserved a great destiny for us. We
are the salt of the earth. . . . God has made us for civilising the
world.

KAISER WILHELM II: Extract from Speech on leaving
for Tangier: 1906.    Bibl. I, 39 (a), p. 113.

O MY successor, thou who art still to be born, and who after me wilt
tell the story of our people, how one is tempted to say of thee, with
the jovial German chronicler of the sixteenth century, 'What sublime
task confronts thee?' We, historians of the year 1900, make an effort
to comprehend the heroic labour accomplished by our people of the
twelfth to the fourteenth centuries, we strive to penetrate into the
essence of that admirable colonisation of territories to the East of the
Elbe; but thou, towards the year 2000, thou wilt be concerned rather
with other exploits: thou wilt tell how the German name was spread
over all the universe. . . . And God desires thee to be able to give
as epigraph to this narration, both modest and proud, that phrase
which, so often, we repeat as a vow: 'One day Germanism will once
more restore the health of the world' (und es soil am Deutschen
Wesen^ noch immal die Welt gene sen).

KARL LAMPRECHT.    1913, pp. 495 ff.

. . . Our round tour over the frontiers of the Reich is ended. It has
been able to provide us with only a rapid survey: that is inevitable.
The gushing life of Germanism in Central Europe is too rich. But it
leaves us with one fixed impression: namely, that, despite the weak
points in the German Empire and the border countries, despite mis-
chance here and faults committed elsewhere, we advance, we advance
towards the extended spaces which we anticipate.

And the Empire appeared to us as the core and the centre of all the
future. Not as the close of an epoch, but as the product of the ages
and of men who were creators, generators of thought and filled with
an unconscious desire which, even then, seized upon the distant future.
And how German it is, this Reich, in its faults and its virtues, although
a tenth of its population speaks foreign languages! How we must
dedicate*our life to it, if we wish to dedicate our life to Germanism!
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